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Wayne Sfﬂim:r (center) throws his Teledyne Titan into high gear in the
University of Cincinnafi Criterium, on his way to another victory. Alongside
are his Ray Sport teammate Bill Shook (ieft) and Bill Gallagher of Queen City

in the eorly stages of the roce. (Ben Post photo)
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Sneaks away form Howard/Neel in Louisiana

By GREG GULOTTA

Officer’s big upset in Raleigh-

While Howard and Neel stared at each
wihier near the back of the peloton, Thomas
Officer and sixteen year old Ed Schaefer
snuck off the front, gaining two minutes in the
road stage, and elinching gwerall victory for
Officer in the 1974 Raleigh Tour de Louisiana.

Howard, fresh off three early season Vic-
tories, was heavily favored to take his third
straight Tolr win. With Meel and Ochowicz
shadowing his every move, Howard didn't
learn of the 35 mile two up break until it was
too late.

The ftaleigh Tour De Louisiana, a two day -
three stage event in iL's third year, doubled its
It Vear's attendance te 130, The race has
Friined a degree ok fame in ihe didwest and
designation a3 &0 Olympie  Development
event has helped (o make this year's Tour the
higgest cyeling ¢vent in the South. Once Again
Raleigh's generous sponsorship, $2000° in
prizes including a professional Haleigh Mark
Four for Semior first prize, was the deciding
factor in the race's extremely successiul
promotion.

& 4.7 mile time trial and 2 rolling eighty
mile read race made up the Hrst days
sehedule. Sunday’s senior event was a 37 mile
eTiterium on a 0.7 mile course, eight turns per
lap. The time borus (15-10-5' seconds in the
jupior read and criterium  stages; T0-3
seconds in the junior read and criteridm

stages) offset the pure time trialist’s ad- zhl

Rateigh District Manager,
the dus hroke it open in the roa
overall Toar victory for Officer. (Bob Perrin photo)

wantage in the first stage, and make the
implications much more com-

For the past bwo yedrs Howard has been
& to win the time trial and road race stages

Some sentimental words:
-~ In defense of the American Bikie

g

'‘Wha has acquired a bad reputation but n

1'v# known bicyele racers now lor more than two years arms. The racer is an exciting composition of extremes: the
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Thomas Officer (left) of the Witcomb-Ct, ¥ankee Team is gongratufated by John Temple,

with Florida's Ed Schaefer on the right. This was momenis after
d stage in which their 2-minute winning margin ¢lisgehed Lhe

with little freuble. This year, though Howard
repeated his domination of the time trial,
Officer's valiant break in the road and [line
dgfenah-e riding in the criteriuvm clinched the
victary.

La. Tour

STAGE ONE: 4.2 MILE TIME TRIAL,
NEW ORLEANS LAKEFRONT
The Lakefront Drive iz an almest treeless.

8 winding course where the wind secms to hit

ihe rider from all sides. On April & the wind
was gustier than usual and the constant
changes in direction made gear selection -a
prime COnCeTn.

Using a 5414 and 54-15, Howard blasted
away a 9:17, breaking his own course record
and winping the stage for the third straight
year. By the time Neel started, alinost two
hours - after Howard's leadoll, the ariy
morning wind had died down eonsiderably
and the Mational pursuit champion seemed
destimed to crack Howard's fime. 9085 was the
hest Neel could manage, taking second.

Blundell teok third with a fine 9:27. Few
took notice of Tom Officer's strong 9:43, bt
by that evening he would have the leader’s
jersey with room bo spare.

Duke Bennet won the Junier Time Trial
with a 9:51, fast enough to take fourth in the
senior stage. Richard Ainsley Was the secord
best junior with a 10:03 and Tom Finklea,
eventual overall Junior winner, rode a 10:04,

Eileen Brennan., Women's Mational Road
Champ, won the Women's stage in 110k

STAGE T
20 MILE ROAD RACE, COVINGTON
The 20 mile road race course 18 aifuated in

{eontinmed on page 14)

ot for what you may think’

Even their selftouted masochism is just the hedonisim of the
mawochist | doing it because il feels so good when you stop



RALE/IH

Tour de Louisiana

{continued from page 1)

one of Louisiana's most beawiful areas,
among rolling dairy farms and the famous
Unrignac race horse farm and stables,
Though the course has no major climbs, It has
few [lal seclions. The weather couldn't have
been better, 80 degrees and a cloudless sky,

The Senjor Hoad Race started slow with the
huge pack tightly bunched and little cip-
culation at the front. Don Bir soon gol things
rolling, jumping five miles from the start with
Marcosson and an unidentilied third rider
glued to his wheel. This three up group
quickly gained o minute on the disorganized
pack snd remained there for thirty miles.

As the race neared the end of the second
lap. Howard began working to close the gap,
As soan ad the breakaway was reeled in,
Howard counter-attacked to drop Bir and
Marcosson.

When Howard swept by, riders Bowed lnto
the on-coming traffic lane on & fast downhill
to prevent being dropped, The squeere to get
back in caused the race’s major high-speed
crash, with six riders landing in a heap.

The inevitable jumping and seperation
caused the first real splintering of the huge
pack. Of interest is the {act that Tom Officer
was ane of the crash victims, chasing alone
and catching soon after. -

Directly after the crash the Seniors canght
the slow moving Junior pack, which had
started 20 minutes earlier. Taking advantage
af the confusion caused by the juniors, Officer
and Schaefér dlowly rolled off the front with
no one laking notice excepl some of their
Florida teammates who began blocking.
Though Howard claime he thought the pair
were juniors, the senior lead car with Bill
Mayer-Oakes (Olympic Official ) should have
tipped him ofl.

Il there was a prize for most aggressive
rider in the Tour, Don Bir would have won
hands down. Just returning from a 30 mile
adventure, Bir jumped taking McFadden,
Humphreys, and Krymoski with him. The
peloton seemed to think this four man group
wias the breakaway, not realizing that the rea
(liers had already gained over 3 minutes. The
four man group worked well until Schneider
and Waterbury bridged the gap.

As the peloton rounded the 4 mile out turn
Howard and Neel began to work furiously
to close the W seconds between them and
what believed to be the lead break. The
main of the peloton actually didn't know
that Officer and Schaefer had promenaded
across the line & full two minutes earlier, plus
the generous time bonus.

Hir's group was caoght no more than 200
meters from the finish by the fying peloton
Ubviously a bitter intment o the
weak-sprinting Bir who had perservered 60 of
80 miles off the front. Neel won a picture book
sprint with Howard and Blundell close behind
him.

After the sprint the fecal matter hit the fan.
There was a lot of screaming by people who
iidn't know the twosome had gone off. Some
of the loudes{ screaming was done by Bill
Humphreys, who couldn 't stomach the idea of
his Raleljgh CRC of A buddy Howard
(Humphreys selflessly  domestigued
for Howard in the Tour of Ireland) chasing
down his breakaway.
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The pelolon rounds the cormer In the road

had their work cut out for them, Last year
Howard, Pototschnik, and Bir were able lo
lap the field (wice on o I Course, 5o
Officer's position wnsn't as safe as it might
HEEM,

From the gun, Howard, Neel, Blundell, and
Ochowicz opened an unclosable gap with a
broken field struggling to produce some
semblanee of a chase group, Once again Don
Bir was smote by the fates, as a lesser rider
opened & gap between him and the fying
breakaway going into the turns on the first
lap. It's a credit toBir that he was able to keep
within twenty seconds of the breakaway, by
himsell, for twenty five miles.

The race soon boiled down to two main
groups with Bir alone in between, Officer was
the strong man in the chase Eroup comprised
of Ware, Waterbury, Klenk. Harlan, and
McFadden. Ochowicz soon dropped out and
the break became s smooth three man
machine,

Even with the criterium prowess of
Howard, Neel, and Blundell combined Officer
wasn't lapped until it was too late, five laps
from the end. Blundell won the sprint with
Howard second and Neel third by a tire's
width.

Blundell's victory in the criterium affirms
his repulation as one of the South's finest
eriterium men, stemming from his finishes in
the La Boucherie Grand Prix (®nd 1972, 1st
19731, The real star of the criterium, however,
was Officer, who held those precious two
minutes out of reach by a fine performance
under intense pressure.

The junior event (21 miles) was somewhat
like the senior's, the frontrumners quickly
opened a large gap and stayed away. Finklea,
Colomb, Norfieat, and Ainsley lapped the
field numerous times until Blain Norfleet
Jumped with seven laps left. Norflest quickly
gained thirty seconds and kept it to the line.
Finklea, developing one of the finest sprints in
the South (juninr or senior) gobbled up
another one, with Colomb taking third.
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stage of the Raleigh Tour de Louisiana. John

much contested battle with Jim Hawes and
Charles John, Scott Held easily won all three
stages of the Intermediate event.

firms which puts as much energy Into helpmg
hieyeling itsell as into selling bicyveles  John
Temple, district manager of Raleigh South-
central, and J. W. Vaughn, sales rep. for the
area, not only made the race possible with the
generous  sponsorship but went out of their
woy {o help in the administrating &nd

moting of the Tour,

1‘;ml:l'l'ltm pﬂgm eeremony was officiated by the
Mayor of Hammond, John Temple ifor
Raleigh ), and Doug Haoddoek (race director
[or the Gus Betst New Orleans Bicyele Club),
The most memorable scene of the presen-
tation is that of the short champ, Thomas
Officer, holding aloft a 24% Raleigh Pro
itraditionally John Howard's size) in one
hand and the winner's cup in the other.

Gonaral Classsficaiisn:

BEMIOR | & 11 1. Thomas Officer [Witcomb.CY) 41&3:m, 3
John Howard (Ralelgh| &f £ sec .. 3 Ded Biundeil IDBRCT af
i, d. Mike Meel | Turin| &t SBsec., S David Ware (SFW)
A 1ok & Don @iF al 2:04. 7. Ted Watertiury [Baw Sport) at
Fil0. 0. Ed Schasler (5. Peiw, BC) ot 1080, ¥ David Kienk
{OBRCHaId:4, 10 Jim Criss [V Beytaiddaf 3:55, 11. Alan
Kingabserry {Lima RAD i £:11, 12 sohe Hartan (TVSH at
41T 13, Hans Schisicer (MAJA ] a1 & 16, 14 WINTamM Logan
(WC Rouhil b ot 5154 15, Marry Yerges (W Roubalx) @t &:17
SEMIOR 11k |. Tim Grosssniiie {Paris Sport] a7, 3
William Carligbe (MW ot L 1Y 3. Howars Harn |ETBCE af
45:08. 4. Stepher Hodges (SABRC)H ar 5036, 5 Marghall
Chikde (DERC) &b 404

JUNIOR: |, Tom Finklea iBetat] 31308 1. Jerry Cedomb
(Bataf) ot 34 sec., L Blsin Marfles! [DBRC) af 119, 4
Richard Alrsbey (NAJA) af 1159, & Jurry Abderson (DBRRE)
an 3037,

WOMEM: 1. Ellesn Srennan (W5SC] 2:08-8, 2 Tracy Mz
Conachie, &F &8, I Juilefie Brown (MAJAT T S0:14L | M-
TEEMEI!HATI!-r . Scoff Held 2:02:00, * Masl Moore, sl
d:31, 3. Joey Googasil, a1 73:1). VETS: 1. C.). Gridsnickle
{Calembial 2i09:30. I Jbm Hawey (Betail at 55 mee, 1
Chartes John (Belal) ab &:13
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huge pack tightly umched and little cir-
culation st the front. Don Bir soon got things
raliing , jumping five miles [rom the start with
Marcosson and an wmidentified third rider
glued to his wheel, This three up Eroup
quickly gained a minute on the disorganized
pack and remained there lor thifly miles.

As the race neared the end of the second
lap, Howard began working to close the gap,
An soon a8 the breakdiway was reeled in,
Howard counter-attacked (o drop Bir and
Marvosson.

When Howard swept by, riders flowed into
the on<coming traffic lane on a fast downhill
to prevent being dropped. The squeeze to got
back in caused the race's major high-speed
cragh, with six riders landing in a heap,

The inevitable jumping and seperation
caused the first real splintering of the huge
pack. Of interest is the fact that Tom Officer
was one of the crash victims, chasing alone
and eatching soon after.

Directly after the crash the Seniors caught
the slow moving Junior pack, which had
started 20 minutes eariier. Taking advantage
of the confusion caused by the juniors, Officer
and Schaelér slowly rolled off the front with
no oné taking notice except some of their
Florida (eammates who began blocking.
Though Howard claims he thought the pair
were juntors, the senior lead ear with Bill
Mayer-Oakes (Olympic Official ) should have
tipped him oll.

If there wps n prize for most aggressive
ridér in the Tour, Don Bir would have won
hends down. Just returning from a 30 mile
adventure, Bir jumped taking McFadden,
Humphreys, and Kryznoski with him. The
peloton seemed to think this four man group
was the breaksway, nol realizing that the real
fliers had already gained over 3 minuies, The
four man group worked well until Schneider
and Waterbury bridged the gap,

As the peloton rounded the 4 mile out Lurn
Howard and Neel began to work furiously
to close the 30 seconds between them and
what they believed to be the lead break. The
miain bulk of the peloton actually didn't know
that Officer and Schaefer had promenaded
acrogs the line a full two minutes earlier, plus
the peneroils-time bonus,

Bir's group was caughlt no more than 206
meters [rom the finish by the flying peloton.
Ubwiously & bitter disappointment (o the
weak-sprinting Bir who had perservered 6 of
i miles off the front. Neel won a picture book
sprint with Howard and Blundell close behind
him .

Alter the sprint the fecal matter hit the fan.
Theére was a lot of screaming by people who
didnt know the twoesome had gone off. Some
of the loudes{ screaming was done by Bill
Hum phreys, who couldn 't stomach the idea of
his Raleigh CRC of A buddy Howard
(Humphreys selflessly domestiqued
tor Howard in the Tour of Treland) chasing
down his breakaway.

The junior road race (50 miles) was a
dismal affair with & training jaunl pace.
There was literally no aggressive riding until
alter the seniors caught, forcing their pace on
the junior group. Within sight of the line a
pileup took out Kevin Bucy (San Remo BC)
one of the race’s strongest juniors. Tom
Finklea won the !Ig;tnt easily with Jerry
Colomb one second back

STAGE I 37 MILE CRITERIUM, HAM-
MOND
Now that Officer held a 2; 10 lead going into
the criterium, Neel, Howard, and Blundell

e e, e SR TNEE
The peloton rounds Lhe corner in ithe road
had their work cut out for them. Last vear

Iln'.H'E.rl:l,_F-n-l.ﬂE-::l'milt. and Bir were ahle (o
ﬁlﬂmnﬂﬂ twice on a 5 COUrse, S0

cer's pasition wasn't as safe as it might
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From the gun, Howard, Neel, Blundell, and
Uchowicz opened an unclosable gap with a
broken' field strugpling to produoce some
sembiance of & chase group, Once again Don
Bir was smote by the fates, as a lesser rider
opened a gap between him and the Nying
breakaway going into the tumns on the first
lap. It's a credit toBir that he was able to keep
within twenty seconds of the breakaway, by
himsell, for twenty five miles.

The race spon boiled down to two main
groups with Bir alone in between, Officer was
the strong man in the chase group comprised
ol Ware, Waterbury, Klenk, Harlan, and
MeFadden. Ochowicr soan dropped out and

the break became a smooth three man
madchine.
Even with the criteriom prowess of

Howard, Neel, and Blundell combined Officer
wasn L lapped until it was too late, five laps
from the end. Blundell won the sprint with
Howard second apd Neel third by a tire's
width.

Blundell's victory in the criterium affirms
hiz reputation 83 one of the South's finest
criterium men, stemming from hig linishes in
the La Boucherie Grand Prix (3nd 1972, 1st
1973}, The real star of the criterium, however,
was Officer, who held those precious two
minutes out of reach by a fine performance
under intense pressure.

The junior event (21 miles) was somewhat
like the senior's, the fromtrumners guickly
opened a large gap and staved away. Finkles,
Calomb, Norfleat, and Ainsley lapped the
field numerous times until Blain Norfleet
jumped with seven laps left. Norfleet quickly
gained thirty seconds and kept it to the line.
Finklea, developing one of the finest sprints in
the South (junior or senior} gobbled up
another one, with Colomb taking third.

Eileen Breanan barely won the Women's
eveént from two promising Texas women,
Tracy MeConachie and Juliette Brown, C J
Grossnickle won the Veteran's event in a

Morth Coroling Results

Hocky Maunt Slags Race, Rocky Mousi, §,C., March 1234, 1
ilages, 117 miles,

SEMIORS: 1. John Howssd (Ealeigh) 5:38-a) 3 Wy me
Shefina (Ray Spert) ot 36 sec, 3. Joh allis (Raleigh] &t 5%
s, A, Dicky Dunn (@aleighh al 3:35, 5. John Eunthop at 1036
6. Doug Thornas (4 & W) at 3:53, 7. Bill $hoak (Bay Spord ) @l
£:31; 8. Bill Coorey af §:25, 9. Steve Hedbarman sl 8015, 10,
Steve Womick (Pabra-Sport) at #/55 JUNIORS 137mi 1,
Dale Stetina (Ray Sporl] S:an:dd. WOMEMN, 137 miles: 1,
Mary Jane Reoch (Hill Cpcles) 5:09:47
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of the Raleigh Tour de Louisiana, John
much contesied battle with Jim Hawes and
Charles John, Scott Held easily won all three
staged of the Intermediale event.

Raleigh Intustries is one of the few bicycle
firms which puts sz much en
bicyeling itself as into selling bicycles. John
Temple, district manager of Raleigh South-
central, #pd J. W. Vaughn, gales rep. Tor the
area, nol only made the race possible with the
generous sponsorship but went out of their
way to help in the administrating and
promoting of the Tour.

The prize ceremony was officiated by the
Mayor of Hammond, Johm Temple (lor
Raleigh ), and Doug Haddock (race director
for the Gus Betat New Orleans Bicycle Club),
The most memorable scene of the presen-
tation |5 that of the short champ, Thomas
Officer, holding aloft a 234'% Haleigh Pro
itraditionally John Howard's size) in one
hand and the winner-'s cup in the other.

Oaaarsl Cladiuliseition

SENIOR I & I8; 1, Thomas Ofiecer I'Witcomb-C¥ ] i :d3:90, 3.
Jdohn Howard TREESIN] &) 43 sec, 1. Del Blundell (DBERC ) al
fnec., 4, Mike Meel (Turkn | 8l S8ees. & David Ware (SFW)
afl 100, & Don Bir at @04 7, Ted Waterbury (Ray Sportl af
K. 4 Bg Schaeter (S Pobe, BL) &f 7:80, % David Klank
TOBRCH A 334, WU Jirm Oroe (VT Roubists ) &1 3-55 11, Alan
Kingsberry (Lima BRA) ot 491 12, John Harlgm (TVS) af
4: 18, T Hams Schieioer (NAJA ) at & B8 14, WHIlAm Logan
W0 Rouibain ] al $:00 6, Hatry Vergls (VE Risisals ] &F 4-1F,
SEHIOR IM: V. Tim Grosasnikie (Paris Sport) 42470, 3
‘wiliiom Carilsle (AMW] a0 14;12, 1. Haward Horm (ETBC] at
di:8, 4, Sepnen Hodgoes [SABRC) & 80:38.° 5 Marghall
Childs |DBERCT) at Sd;0d,

JUNIOR; |. Tom Finkles {Botaf) 3:1308, L Jerry Colarmh
[Betal) & 3 sec., L Bipdn Norflest (DRRCY a&f 1:92 4.
RIchard Alnabgy (NAJAT 8l 7159, & Jérry Anderson (DRBRES
af 1137

WOMEN! 1. Eitppn Brenmnan (WSC) 2:05:00, T Tracy M-
Conmchbn, &l 454, 1. Jidlete Bréaven (MAJAN &F 10204, IN-
TERMEDIATES: 1, Sciff Mald 2:02:00, 7. Mark Moore, af
BN 1. Joay Goodesll, &1 T WETE: 1. CJ. Grossndckie
(Cobumbiad 203, 2, Jim Hawes (Belal] af A5 dac,, 3L
Charles fohin (Boindd at &:13
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